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Attorney General Becerra is a leader 

in protecting reproductive rights. He is 
a leader in expanding mental 
healthcare services. He is a leader in 
the fight against the opioid epidemic. 
He is a leader for LGBTQ health and 
for ending the disparities. 

We are in a racial justice movement 
now, a racial justice movement that is 
seeking to end those deep disparities, 
causing twice as many people in com-
munities of color to die during the pan-
demic and only half as many now to 
have the vaccine so far because we 
have lived through 4 years of dishon-
esty and disregard for science and 4 
years of attacks on our healthcare sys-
tem, particularly for the underserved. 

That is the challenge, among others, 
that Attorney General Becerra will 
confront. He will be vigorous, brave, 
and tough, and he will work to lower 
the cost of prescription drugs. He will 
take on those interests that may be 
against the healthcare goals and pur-
poses of the American people. And we 
need him now more than ever in this 
critical position. I urge my colleagues 
to vote for him tomorrow when we 
have the chance to do so. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). The Senator from California. 
GEORGIA SHOOTINGS 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I want 
to begin by joining with so many of our 
colleagues and leaders around the 
country expressing our condolences to 
the victims of the senseless shootings 
in Atlanta yesterday, in sharing our 
thoughts and prayers to their families 
and friends. Our heart goes out to the 
greater community, and, of course, we 
stand here to not only try to under-
stand better what happened, how it 
happened, but do the work necessary to 
try to ensure that it doesn’t happen 
again—not in Atlanta, not anywhere in 
the United States of America. 

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA 
Mr. President, I rise today to speak 

in support of the nomination of my 
friend California Attorney General Xa-
vier Becerra to serve as Secretary of 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

As we all know, as we all feel, our 
Nation is going through one of the 
toughest health crises in our history. 
The COVID–19 pandemic has taken an 
incredible toll on our country. Every 
State has been impacted. Every com-
munity has suffered, especially work-
ing-class communities and commu-
nities of color, like the very neighbor-
hoods that Attorney General Becerra 
and I grew up in. These communities 
are hurting and people are dying at 
alarming rates, and they desperately 
need someone who knows these com-
munities to their core. 

Throughout his career, Xavier 
Becerra has always fought to improve 
the lives of his constituents. As the 
first Latino attorney general of Cali-
fornia, he made it his mission to tackle 
the structural inequalities in our 
healthcare system. As has been ref-

erenced already, Attorney General 
Becerra was the leading force behind 
the lawsuit to protect the Affordable 
Care Act. Yes, he had the audacity to 
maintain protections for people with 
preexisting conditions and for those 
suffering from a mental illness. Over 
the course of this past year, he has also 
fought to protect frontline healthcare 
workers from further exposure to 
COVID–19. 

Xavier Becerra’s parents emigrated 
from Mexico, just like my parents did, 
with a dream of building a better life 
for themselves and their family. Just a 
few days ago, I spoke in this Chamber 
about my family’s history and journey 
in this country. A hard-working short- 
order cook and housekeeper raised the 
son who now serves in the U.S. Senate. 
The same is true for Xavier Becerra’s 
family. He, the son of a construction 
and clerical worker, is on the verge of 
becoming the most important health 
official in our Nation. That is the 
American dream. 

But, unfortunately, tragically, over 
half a million Americans have had 
their dream cut short by COVID–19, 
over half a million lives lost and mil-
lions more lives upended by this pan-
demic. We need to act with urgency to 
end this crisis—urgency. 

But as I rise today to address this 
Chamber, urgency is severely lacking. 
While millions of Americans continue 
to struggle, our Republican colleagues 
are dragging things out, playing poli-
tics with the confirmation of Attorney 
General Becerra, one of the most quali-
fied nominees to lead the Department 
of Health and Human Services that 
this Chamber has ever considered. 
They have distorted his record. 

Let me point out that many Members 
of this Senate have worked alongside 
Xavier Becerra here in Congress for 
decades. Republicans and Democrats 
know Xavier Becerra is both a thought-
ful leader and someone who is always 
willing to listen to both sides of an ar-
gument. He built an outstanding rep-
utation in the House, both as a legis-
lator and as a colleague. 

As attorney general of California, 
overseeing the largest department of 
justice in the Nation, second only to 
the U.S. Department of Justice, Xavier 
showed no fear in working across the 
aisle. In fact, he partnered with Repub-
lican attorneys general to increase ac-
cess to lifesaving drugs to treat 
COVID–19. He worked across the aisle 
to protect drug discounts for health 
centers. 

I can’t help but point out the obvi-
ous. In fact, I am prepared to make 
this abundantly clear to the American 
people. The cynical delays and political 
games that we see being played are not 
actually about Mr. Becerra’s qualifica-
tions. He is just as qualified as any of 
his predecessors. Sadly, Xavier Becerra 
is being held to a different standard—a 
different standard than other nominees 
this Chamber has supported and con-
firmed over the last 4 years, including 
our most recent Health and Human 
Services Secretary. 

Let me also say this. As some of the 
first Latinos in our respective posi-
tions, both Xavier and I are not unfa-
miliar with being held to a different 
standard. It is a different standard 
today that is so stark that our col-
leagues are willing to delay his con-
firmation through the night. Yes, in 
the middle of a global health pandemic, 
Republicans are holding up the nomi-
nee for Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. They are holding up the first 
Latino nominee to head this critical 
agency during a pandemic that has dis-
proportionately devastated the Latino 
community. 

It is time to let Xavier Becerra get to 
work. I urge my colleagues to end the 
delay on Xavier Becerra’s confirmation 
for Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for votes on March 
17, 2021, so I could return to Hawaii to 
tend to a family matter. 

On March 17, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on confirmation: 
Katherine C. Tai, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be United States Trade Rep-
resentative, Rollcall vote 123. 

Mr. President, I was necessarily ab-
sent for votes on March 17, 2021, so I 
could return to Hawaii to tend to a 
family matter. 

On March 17, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on cloture mo-
tion: Xavier Becerra, of California, to 
be Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Rollcall vote 124.∑ 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF 

KATHERINE C. TAI 

∑ Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I rise to 
support the nomination of Katherine 
Tai to serve as the next United States 
Trade Representative. When confirmed, 
Ms. Tai will be the first woman of color 
and first Asian American to lead the 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive. 

Katherine Tai’s story is America’s 
story. Her parents came to the United 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:50 Mar 18, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G16MR6.108 S17MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E

---



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1610 March 17, 2021 
States as graduate students and re-
mained here to make a better life for 
themselves and their family, her father 
as a researcher at the Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center and her 
mother as a scientist for the National 
Institutes of Health. 

Given her parents’ background, Kath-
erine is no stranger to public service, 
and through her parents’ hard work 
and dedication to make a better life for 
their daughter, she was able to attend 
Yale University and Harvard Law, be-
came a talented trade lawyer, and was 
nominated by President Biden to lead 
the Office of the U.S. Trade Represent-
ative. I have a deep appreciation for 
the Tais, their work ethic and their 
commitment to family. Representation 
matters, and Ms. Tai will be a rep-
resentative for the United States in 
more ways than one. 

Ms. Tai is a highly-qualified nominee 
with the experience to lead the U.S. 
trade policy at a critical time for our 
country, specifically as we continue to 
recover from the damage wrought by 
the coronavirus pandemic and rebuild 
our relationships with our allies 
abroad. She is a person who can help 
mend relationships and restore alli-
ances. 

Supporters have described her as a 
knowledgeable, tenacious trade expert 
who will work with a cross-section of 
advocates and stakeholders with the 
goal of bettering the lives of the Amer-
ican people and strengthening our 
economy at all levels. They have de-
scribed her willingness to build coali-
tions across party lines, highlighting 
her broad support from both Democrats 
and Republicans, and from the labor, 
business, and environmental commu-
nities. They have referred to her time 
as a trade lawyer at the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representative, where she 
worked to enforce trade agreements 
with China to hold that country ac-
countable before the World Trade Orga-
nization. They have highlighted her 
time as a lawyer with the House Ways 
and Means Committee, where she built 
partnerships and crafted agreements 
that received broad bipartisan ap-
proval. These included the U.S.-Mex-
ico-Canada Trade Agreement, which 
passed the Senate by an 89–10 vote and 
the House by a 385–41 vote. Ms. Tai 
played a key role in crafting the agree-
ment, which speaks to her skills and 
experience. 

Perhaps more importantly, however, 
Ms. Tai will prioritize trade policies 
that promote workers, families, the en-
vironment, and local communities. I 
met with Ms. Tai just after President 
Biden nominated her, and during our 
conversation, it was clear she under-
stands that trade policies have real 
world implications for everyday people. 
She knows that if trade deals are not 
working for people, then they need to 
change. People need to come first as we 
develop trade deals. At a time when 
people are still working to recover 
from the coronavirus, Ms. Tai is the 
Trade Representative we need for the 
United States. 

A family emergency has prevented 
me from being here for today’s vote, 
but if I were present, I would have 
voted to confirm Katherine Tai as U.S. 
Trade Representative. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port her nomination.∑ 

f 

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 

rise today in support of Xavier 
Becerra’s nomination to be Secretary 
of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

I am proud to have known Xavier 
Becerra for many years as both a friend 
and colleague. He has spent decades 
serving California, including as the 
State’s attorney general and as a 12- 
term Congressman from Los Angeles. 

Mr. Becerra was the first in his fam-
ily to receive a 4-year college degree, 
earning his bachelor of arts in econom-
ics from Stanford University and, 
later, his juris doctorate from Stanford 
Law School. As a member of the House 
of Representatives, he was a strong ad-
vocate for the healthcare of his con-
stituents and fought to make the Af-
fordable Care Act law. And as Cali-
fornia attorney general he has been a 
staunch defender of the Affordable Care 
Act, leading 20 States and the District 
of Columbia in defense of the Afford-
able Care Act before the Supreme 
Court. 

As part of his focus on protecting the 
health of Americans, Mr. Becerra has 
worked on a bipartisan basis with 
multistate coalitions of attorneys gen-
eral on issues still affecting our coun-
try today. These include the need to re-
duce youth exposure to tobacco prod-
ucts like e-cigarettes, increasing ac-
cess to COVID–19 treatments, as well 
as addressing the opioid epidemic and 
the considerable harm it has caused 
families. 

As our State’s attorney general, Mr. 
Becerra has led the Nation’s second 
largest department of justice behind 
only the U.S. Department of Justice. 
His experience leading large and di-
verse organizations will position him 
to successfully lead the Department of 
Health and Human Services, which is 
the Nation’s largest Federal agency by 
budget. 

As Secretary, he will lead the Na-
tion’s top health agency charged with 
enhancing the health and well-being of 
all Americans. In this global pandemic, 
he will play a lead role in overseeing 
the implementation of President 
Biden’s national strategy for COVID–19 
response, which is vital to defeating 
the virus that has plagued our country 
for far too long. His history-making 
nomination as the first Latino to man-
age this Department comes at a time 
when this pandemic is affecting com-
munities of color at much higher rates 
than white Americans. And those of us 
who know him personally know the 
level of his concern and the strength of 
his dedication to protect the health 
and safety of all hard-working Ameri-
cans and their families. 

In short, Xavier Becerra is the right 
candidate to lead the Department of 
Health and Human Services at this 
time, and I strongly urge the Senate to 
confirm his nomination. Thank you. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today I rise to speak in support of Xa-
vier Becerra’s nomination to serve s 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, HHS. 

Attorney General Becerra will bring 
a fresh perspective to HHS at a critical 
time during this pandemic. While there 
is light at the end of the tunnel with 
the distribution of the corona virus 
vaccines, there is still work to do to 
end this pandemic and put our country 
on a road to recovery, and that is 
where Attorney General Becerra’s lead-
ership will be crucial. 

Attorney General Becerra’s 12 terms 
in the U.S. House of Representatives 
gave him a solid foundation in knowing 
how to set agendas and achieve results, 
which we saw deployed in his work as a 
key leader on the Committee on Ways 
and Means ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Social Security, and 
chair of the House Democratic caucus. 

He helped to expand the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, modernize 
and strengthen Medicare, and helped 
pass the Affordable Care Act. His com-
mitment to the letter and spirit of this 
law is something he carried into his 
role as California attorney general, 
fighting to maintain his State’s ability 
to bring millions of previously unin-
sured residents under the Affordable 
Care Act’s umbrella. 

Last November, he led the defense of 
the Affordable Care Act in the U.S. Su-
preme Court on behalf of 20 States and 
the District of Columbia. His tweet 
after the oral arguments concisely 
sums up the national importance of his 
effort: ‘‘The ACA saves lives. It is the 
law of the land.’’ He brings a strong 
commitment to using the law and regu-
latory tools to make access to health 
care and other vital services equi-
table—the very thing that makes our 
Nation strong. 

I look forward to working with him 
on ensuring that everyone has access 
to quality and affordable healthcare, 
and I know he will be a partner in the 
fight against the corona virus and our 
goal of getting all eligible Americans 
vaccinated, even in hard-to-reach 
areas. 

Last week, President Biden signed 
into law the American Rescue Plan 
Act, which included major funding to 
address the—Nation’s worsening men-
tal health and addiction crisis. This is 
a high priority of mine and an issue 
which Attorney General Becerra has 
firsthand experience. He started his ca-
reer as a legal aid attorney in Massa-
chusetts, supporting clients contending 
with mental health issues. I am eager 
to work with him on this issue. 

Addressing the skyrocketing costs of 
prescription drugs is another area 
where Attorney General Becerra has 
shown key leadership. He and I share a 
belief that fairer competition means 
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